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Characteristics of the poetic images in the poetry
of both Al QING and MAHMOUD DARWISH
"I Love This Land" and "'Sparrows Die in Galilee"
as examples

[Egypt] Dr. Samia A.Hafeez Yacob Hegab
Chinese Department, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University

Abstract

The name of the Chinese poet Ai Qing (1910-1996 AD) was
always associated with the themes of homeland and resistance. He
was a loyal patriot who gave up his life in France and chose to
return to China to be with the people, defending the land against
the Japanese occupation. He made clear contributions to the
development of modern Chinese poetry. Likewise, the Palestinian
poet Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008 AD) spent his life in a long
struggle for the Palestinian cause. Palestine, with its Arab identity,
and the steadfastness of its people remained the most prominent
axes of creativity in Darwish's poetic experience. Moreover,
Darwish remains one of the most important poets - if not the most
important poet - who contributed to the development of Modern
Arabic poetry.

Due to the importance and value of the poetic image in modern
criticism, as it is the lens through which the originality of poetry is
viewed, the researcher was interested in studying the poetic image
in the poetry of both Ai Qing and Mahmoud Darwish, through the
two poems “I Love This Land” by Ai Qing and “Sparrows Die in
Galilee” by Mahmoud Darwish. The researcher is concerned with
studying the poetic image as a modern critical concept based on
symbol and suggestion, away from that traditional concept. The
stylistic approach was adopted by the researcher in an attempt to
trace the features of poetic images in the two poems and to identify
the similarities and differences between them.

Keywords:
Ai Qing; Mahmoud Darwish; Poetic Image; Symbol; Stylistics.
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