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Abstract 
Stories about a young man raping and sexually harassing a 

hundred women and minor girls flooded Egyptian social media 
since the beginning of July 2020. 100 narratives reporting this 
man's verbal and physical abuse of his victims were posted on an 
Instagram account called @assaultpolice. The story of this person 
who was dubbed, the ‘Sex Predator’, trended on Twitter and 
Instagram, and was then picked up by many Egyptian talk shows. 
The focus of social media and TV channels on the events of this 
story motivated the Egyptian National Council for Women (NCW) 
to interfere and stand by the victims by reporting the case to the 
Prosecution Council. This created a controversy in such a 
conservative society as Egypt which has always tended to blame 
the victim of any kind of sexual abuse. This paper uses a corpus-
assisted Discourse Historical approach to analyse these narratives 
and explore how they construct the sexual aggressor and the 
victims.  
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خل  : م ا ذئ  م ا اب في ق ض ات ال ات ل اس ل ت
ة ونات اللغ عل ال م  ع ي م ابي تار   خ

  
ا  ال إب   د/ وسام محمد ع ال

اع  ات ال اذ اللغ ة  –أس ة  –ق اللغات الأج ة ال ا  –ل   جامعة 
  

 : ل   ال
ل  ة شه ی ا ة فاض وسائل ال ٢٠٢٠في ب اعي ال اصل الاج

ات  ي في ح م ش ج اب وت ائ اغ اب ج ارت ل شاب ق قام  ق ح
اب م  ا ال ائ ه ل ج ة ح ات. وق ت ن مائة ق ات القاص اء والف ال
ي  ام  اب في الان اه علي ح ا ة ل ة ولف هاكات ج ان

اب ال ت ا ال ة ه . وق أص ق ل ول ه باس ئ ال " ـ نع " ت ال
امج  ها ال ا وتلقف اعي أ أنها لاق رواجا  اصل الاج علي وسائل ال
اصل  ه وسائل ال م ام ال ق . وق دفع الاه ن ال ف ل ال ارة  ال
أة  مي لل ل الق ام ال ضع إلي  ا ال ة له ن ف ل ات ال اعي والق الاج

خل و  ا ال ة. وق أثار ه ه الق ة العامة به ا غ ال ل ا وت ا ة ال ان م
ا  ل غال ه وال  ع اف  ع ال ال ا في ال لا  ضع ج لي إال

ا  ا تار اب خلا خ ا ال م م ه ة.  هاكات ال ا الان ا م ض ل
ه الق وا ل ه ل ة في ت ونات اللغ عل ال ما  ع ة ت م اف  س

. ا في ال ا ي وال ع ال   ال
ة  اح ات مف   كل

ة،  اح ف ات ال ل ، ال ئ ال ال ي، ال ف ال ق الع
ي ار ابي ال خل ال ة، ال اب ات ال ات  .الاس
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 1. Introduction 

An Egyptian female student at the American University in 
Cairo accused a fellow student of sexually harassing her and her 
friends in a post on the RATE AUC PROFESSORS1 Facebook 
group in 2018. Her post, which gathered thousands of comments, 
was surprisingly deleted by the group's administrators two years 
later at the end of June 2020. Following the deletion of the post, on 
1st July 2020, many other girls shared their stories and experiences 
with the same guy (henceforth, I will call him ABZ, using his 
initials), which dated from as far back as 2016, on two key 
Instagram profiles that attracted widespread attention: @skhodirr 
(writer and poet Sabah Khodir’s personal profile) and 
@assaultpolice (an account initiated to gather evidence against 
ABZ). Two hashtags related to the allegations were top trending in 
Egypt from the start of July 2020. The stories report incidents of 
rape, sexual assault and sexual harassment allegedly committed by 
ABZ during both his studies at AUC in Cairo, between 2016 and 
2018, and his further studies at the EU Business School in 
Barcelona since 2018. The Instagram account2 @assaultpolice, 
which had at the end of July 2020 up to 172k followers, collected 
evidence against ABZ who was claimed to have harassed and 
assaulted over 100 girls. The stories posted on @assaultpolice 
(which include both personal accounts of physical or internet 
harassment and screenshots of separate conversations between a 
number of women and a person alleged to be ABZ) show various 
threats and aggressive behaviour and have been classified into six 
sections: odd behavior, real-life harassment, online harassment, 
physical assault, blackmail and threat and AU Barcelona. The 
stories are written in a mix of English and Arabic (Arabic words 
written using English letters). The victims’ use of English language 
in their narratives, with only a few words in Arabic written also in 
English letters, may be explained as follows. It can be seen as a 

                                                 
1 https://www.facebook.com/groups/rate.auc.prof 
2 https://www.instagram.com/assaultpolice/ 
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defensive strategy against Egyptian culture which sees sexual 
abuse as bringing shame on the victim and her family. Hence, such 
narratives, which usually tend to be suppressed, may be described 
as what Coupland and Coupland (1997: 117) have called 
‘discourses of the unsayable’. Probably, the victims could not 
recount the abuse they suffered in their native language (Arabic) 
because they would be stigmatized by the community; so, they 
may have delivered their narratives in English to detach and protect 
themselves from the judgmental culture they belong to. In addition, 
the shared background of the victims - who belong to rich families, 
live in luxurious residential compounds, and study at international 
schools and universities - has to be taken into consideration. It 
should be noted that most victims may have a native-like 
competence in English, so this hybrid language may be the kind of 
language they use in their everyday life.  

ABZ was accused of using various tactics to lure his victims 
or to otherwise force them to do what he wanted. The victims 
claimed that he created multiple social media accounts which he 
used to message them privately and repeatedly ask for their 
numbers and for ‘inappropriate favours’3. He also used to 
manipulate them emotionally into meeting him or chatting with 
him using social media by threatening to self-harm and commit 
suicide. Then, he would blackmail them by using fake and/or real 
nude shots, threatening to share them and tell stories about their 
sexual encounters with their respective families and friends. 

According to Egyptian Streets4, ABZ’s name remains 
trending on Twitter as at the date and time of publication (2nd July 
2020), with stories and a petition5 on Change.org being shared 

                                                 
3 https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/07/02/egypts-silent-victims-man-
accused-of-rape-harassment-by-50-women-exposes-rape-culture/ 
4 https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/07/02/egypts-silent-victims-man-
accused-of-rape-harassment-by-50-women-exposes-rape-culture/ 
5 https://www.change.org/p/twitter-lock-up-ahmed-zaki-for-sexual-
assault?recruiter=false&recruited_by_id=f20dc8c0-bbf6-11ea-a712-
371a1f28f2ab&share_bandit_exp=skip-23203566-en-US 
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around. The story was also widely covered by Egyptian TV and 
newspapers6. ABZ was immediately suspended from the business 
school at Barcelona until further investigations could be carried 
out. Egypt’s National Council for Women (NCW), presided by Dr. 
Maya Morsy, responded to the issue. The NCW started to collect 
evidence against ABZ and urged women to file official complaints 
against him. They also publicized a hotline for complaints about 
sexual assaults and filed a complaint to the Prosecution Council to 
investigate the issue.  

 A few days later, ABZ was arrested by the Egyptian police 
to be interrogated by the Prosecution Council. ABZ’s lawyers 
claimed that all the accounts of the girls accusing him were fake 
and that he did not know any of these girls and had not committed 
any of these sexual offences. They insisted that these girls had to 
come to the Prosecution Council and report these alleged crimes in 
person. Though the response to the allegations on social media had 
been in support of ABZ’s victims, social media often does not 
reflect the attitudes towards rape and sexual behaviour across many 
segments of wider Egyptian society. Hence, the lawyers’ demand 
that the girls reveal their true names and identities was 
exceptionally difficult to carry out in the Egyptian social context.  

Although Egyptian authorities had introduced stricter laws 
and punishment against sexual harassment in 2011, ‘it remains 
particularly difficult for women to publicly accuse men of rape, 
sexual assault or sexual harassment due to social and cultural views 
around sex and sexuality’ (Egyptian Streets, 2nd July 2020)7. 
Sexual assault is dramatically underreported, not only in Egypt but 
even in Western countries. According to the American Justice 
Department’s analysis of violent crime in 2016, 80% of rapes and 
sexual assaults go unreported for reasons such as fear of 

                                                 
6 A sample of newspapers and media coverage of the 'Egyptian Predator' 
story.  
7 https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/07/02/egypts-silent-victims-man-
accused-of-rape-harassment-by-50-women-exposes-rape-culture/ 
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retaliation- not just from the perpetrator, but from society at large, 
and distrust of the police (Brennan Center, 4th October 2018)8. The 
brutality of police questioning and rape trials, which has been 
dubbed by feminists as ‘the second rape’ may be a primary reason 
behind the tendency not to report sexual assault crimes, with 
questions such as ‘Did you enjoy it? Are you a virgin? What were 
you wearing?’ tormenting the victims (Matthews, 1994: 11). It 
should be noted, however, that these kinds of questions about 
reasons for walking alone late at night or wearing certain styles of 
clothing are never addressed to men (Kennedy, 1992: 114). The 
idea was captured by the former American President Barack 
Obama9, in September 2014, when he stated that  

For anybody whose once normal everyday life was 
suddenly shattered by an act of sexual violence – the 
trauma, the terror, can shatter you long after one 
horrible attack. It lingers. You don’t know where to go 
or who to turn to … and people are more suspicious of 
what you were wearing or what you were drinking, as 
if it’s your fault, not the fault of the person who 
assaulted you. We still don’t condemn sexual assault as 
loudly as we should. We make excuses, we look the 
other way … [Laws] won’t be enough unless we 
change the culture that allows assault to happen in the 
first place. 

In addition to the reasons mentioned above, which tend to 
be shared by many cultures, the situation is further complicated in 
Egypt since premarital sexual encounters are widely frowned upon 
with such a premium being placed on upholding virginity and 
purity.  

Every female Arab child, even today, must possess that 
very fine membrane called a hymen, which is 

                                                 
8https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/sexual-
assault-remains-dramatically-underreported 
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv16.pdf 
9 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6348335/ 
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considered one of the most essential, if not the most 
essential, part of her body. However, the mere 
existence of the hymen is not in itself sufficient. This 
fine membrane must be capable of bleeding profusely, 
of letting out red blood that can be seen as a visible 
stain on a white bed sheet the night a young girl is 
married. (Alsaadawi, 2015: 51) 

The deeply inculcated tradition is to associate sex with 
shame and virginity with honour. The honour of a woman and her 
family is defined by her chastity, and if she is raped she is 
stigmatized and no longer marriageable (Haddad, 2017). 

The reputation and standing of a family may be 
irrevocably lost if one of the daughters loses her hymen 
prematurely, even though a victim of rape. This is why 
an incident of rape is kept a close secret and rarely 
divulged, thus enabling the aggressor to escape scot 
free. The real criminal remains safe, out of reach, 
protected from the hands of the law, whereas the victim 
who loses her virginity, the girl who loses her hymen – 
for whatever reason, even as a result of rape, or at any 
age, even that of early childhood – is doomed to lose 
her honour for life. Her hymen is her honour and, once 
lost, it can never be replaced. (Alsaadawi, 2015: 39-40) 

Hence, many victims feel impelled not to speak about their 
rape or sexual harassment for fear of being blamed by the 
community and having their families’ honour besmirched.  

 

2. ABZ’s Reported Crimes  

The crimes ascribed to ABZ by about 100 women and girls 
include physical and internet harassment, rape and blackmail. In 
this section, I provide a brief description of these crimes.  
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Internet harassment - also known as cyberbullying, 
cyberstalking or online abuse - can be defined as the 'use of the 
Internet to harass, threaten, or maliciously embarrass' (The 
Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety, CCOHS10). 
According to the Harvard Business Review (3rd June 2020), this 
kind of abuse began with the advent of the internet itself, and with 
time is getting progressively ever more pervasive and growing. A 
study conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2017 found that 
‘more than 40% of Americans have experienced online abuse, and 
more than 60% have witnessed it’11. The frequency of online abuse 
is likely to be the same worldwide in spite of the absence of 
statistics in many countries. The term, according to CCOHS, 
covers a range of illegal behaviours, such as: 

1. Sending unsolicited and/or threatening e-mail.  
2. Encouraging others to send the victim unsolicited and/or 

threatening e-mail or to overwhelm the victim with e-mail 
messages.  

3. Sending viruses by e-mail (electronic sabotage).  
4. Spreading rumours.  
5. Making defamatory comments about the victim online.  
6. Sending negative messages directly to the victim.  
7. Impersonating the victim online by sending an 

inflammatory, controversial or enticing message which 
causes others to respond negatively to the victim.  

8. Harassing the victim during a live chat.  
9. Leaving abusive messages online, including social media 

sites.  
10. Sending the victim pornography or other graphic material 

that is knowingly offensive.  
11. Creating online content that depicts the victim in negative 

ways.  

                                             (CCOHS website, July 2020) 

                                                 
10 https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/psychosocial/cyberbullying.html 
11 https://hbr.org/2020/06/youre-not-powerless-in-the-face-of-online-
harassment 
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ABZ had allegedly committed at least four offensive behaviours on 
the CCOHS list provided above, including: Sending unsolicited 
and/or threatening e-mail; Sending negative messages directly to 
the victim; Harassing the victim during a live chat; and Sending the 
victim pornography or other graphic material that is knowingly 
offensive.  

Blackmail involves a threat to reveal embarrassing, harmful, 
and/or shameful information about a person, unless that person 
meets certain demands either paying money to the blackmailer or 
performing other actions which may not be legal12. The advent and 
subsequent growth of the Internet has also led to an overlap 
between blackmail and cybercrime. The offence of blackmail 
consists of a demand made with an unwarranted menace in order to 
obtain some gain for the self and/or cause loss to another13. ABZ 
was accused of threatening various girls he would share fake nude 
images, chat messages and videotaped encounters with their family 
members unless they satisfied his demands. 

Harassment, in general terms, according to the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission, occurs when someone ‘makes 
unwelcome remarks or jokes’, ‘threatens or intimidates’ another 
person because of his/ her race, religion, sex, age, disability or any 
other of the grounds of discrimination; or makes ‘unwelcome 
physical contact … such as touching, patting, or pinching’14. As for 
sexual harassment, it ‘includes unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical harassment 
of a sexual nature in the workplace or learning environment, 

                                                 
12 https://www.hg.org/extortion.html  
https://www.justia.com/criminal/offenses/white-collar-crimes/blackmail/ 
13https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-007-
7415?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&firstPage=true
&bhcp=1 
14 https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/eng/content/what-harassment-1 
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according to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’15. 
ABZ was accused of sexually harassing many of the victims.  

Rape can be seen as ‘a crime of power and violence in 
which sex is the weapon’ (Holmes and Holmes, 2002: 139); ‘the 
sexual expression of power and anger’ (Groth, 1979: 2); ‘an act of 
terrorism and torture within a systemic context of group subjection, 
like lynching’ (MacKinnon, 1989: 172); and ‘a violent crime 
against the person and not as a specifically sexual encounter’ 
(Notman and Nadelson, 1980: 135). ABZ is accused of raping two 
women and this offence is probably the most serious among all his 
crimes. 

There are many studies of sexual harassment particularly in 
the workplace (see Fitzgerald et al., 1988; Fitzgerald and Cortina, 
2017; Hajdin, 1994; Hajdin, 1997; Holland and Cortina, 2016; 
Johnson, Widnall and Benya, 2018; Konik and Cortina, 2008; 
Leskinen, Cortina and Kabat, 2011; Rabelo and Cortina, 2014; 
Seagrave, 2013). Other studies deal with cultural and linguistic 
perspectives on it (see Baugh, 2018; Gelfand, Fitzgerald and 
Drasgow, 1995; Tyler and Boxer, 1996). Recently, academic 
attention has been dedicated to studying the language of 
harassment on social media (see Hosseinmardi et al., 2015; 
Mangaonkar, Hayrapetian and Raje, 2015; Nobata et al., 2016; 
Rezvan et al., 2020). This study contributes to the last group since 
it deals with narratives of sexual harassment and violence 
published on social media, and more particularly, Instagram. 

 

3. Theoretical Approaches  

Discourse Historical Approach (DHA) 

Language does not just describe, represent or reflect an 
external reality but constructs our experience of the world (Willig, 
1999). ‘Language users actively engage in text and talk not only as 
speakers, writers, listeners or readers, but also as members of 

                                                 
15 https://www.rainn.org/articles/sexual-harassment 
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social categories, groups, professions, organizations, communities, 
societies or cultures’ (van Dijk, 1997: 3). The premise that the 
social world is constructed via language has led to the emergence 
of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Various definitions of CDA 
can be found in the literature (cf. Caldas-Coulthard and Coulthard, 
1996; Fairclough, 1992; Fairclough, 2010; Fairclough and Wodak, 
1997; Fairclough, Mulderrig and Wodak, 2011; Locke, 2004; 
Machin and Mayr, 2012; van Dijk, 2001; van Dijk, 2008; van 
Leeuwen, 2005; van Leeuwen, 2008; Weiss and Wodak, 2007; 
Wodak and Chilton, 2005; Wodak, 2011a; Wodak, 2011b; Wodak 
and Meyer, 2009). CDA can be defined as ‘a type of discourse 
analytical research that primarily studies the way social power 
abuse, dominance, and inequality are enacted, reproduced, and 
resisted by text and talk in the social and political context’ (van 
Dijk, 2001: 352); and, as being fundamentally interested in 
analyzing opaque as well as transparent structural relationships of 
dominance, discrimination, power and control as manifested in 
language (Wodak and Meyer, 2009: 10).   

The definition and function of CDA are concurrent and 
integrated. Hence, the main goal of CDA is to ‘investigate 
critically social inequality, as it is expressed, signaled, constituted, 
legitimized and so on by language use’ (Wodak and Meyer, 2009: 
10). CDA is ‘not interested in investigating a linguistic unit per se 
but in studying social phenomena which are necessarily complex 
and thus require a multidisciplinary and multi-methodical 
approach’ (Wodak and Meyer, 2009: 2). It is eclectic and 
interdisciplinary since the complex relations between discourse and 
society cannot be analyzed fully without blending linguistic and 
social approaches (Wodak and Weiss, 2005: 124).  

This study uses the Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA), 
which is a strand of CDA (Reisigl and Wodak, 2001; Reisigl and 
Wodak, 2009; Wodak, 1986; Wodak, 2001; Wodak, 2011b; 
Wodak, 2015). DHA shares the same principles of CDA since both 
‘aim to reveal and demystify power structures from the perspective 
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of those who suffer’ (Wodak, 2008: 2). This study deals with the 
narratives of victims of rape, sexual harassment and blackmail, 
being recounted from ‘the perspective of those who suffer’. It 
explores the discursive strategies, as outlined by Reisigl and 
Wodak (2009: 104) and Wodak (2015: 8-11), which are involved 
in constructions of identities (the victims), of the ‘other’ (ABZ, the 
sexual assaulter), and of situations and processes in general (sexual 
harassment, rape, blackmail and so on).  

DHA has identified several discursive strategies that are 
common within discourse (Reisigl and Wodak, 2001; Reisigl and 
Wodak, 2009; Wodak, 2015). This study uses a selection of these 
strategies, as shown in Table 1 below, to analyze the narratives of 
rape and sexual harassment in which victims recount their stories 
of being assaulted and blackmailed by ABZ.  

Strategy Objectives Devices 
Referential / 
Nomination 

Discursive construction 
of social actors, 
objects/phenomena/ 
events, and 
processes/actions 

 membership 
categorization devices, 
deictics, anthroponyms, 
etc. 

 tropes such as metaphors 
 verbs and nouns used to 

denote processes and 
actions

Predication Discursive qualification 
of social actors, objects, 
phenomena/ 
events/processes, and 
actions (more or less 
positively or negatively) 

 evaluative attributions of 
negative or positive traits  

 explicit predicates or 
predicative nouns/ 
adjectives/pronouns 

 other 

Perspectivization, 
framing, or 
discourse 
representation 

Positioning speaker’s or 
writer’s point of view 
and expressing 
involvement or distance 

 deictics 
 direct, indirect or free 

indirect speech 
 quotation marks, 

discourse 
markers/particles 

 other 
Table 1 

Discursive Strategies - Adapted from Reisigl and Wodak (2009: 104) 
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Corpus Methods  

In this paper, I use a corpus-assisted Discourse Historical 
approach. Corpus-linguistic tools are used to deal with large 
amounts of data (corpora) and to facilitate detecting linguistic 
patterns. Corpus Linguistics (CL) provides a methodology for 
systematically investigating corpora using computer software tools 
(McEnery and Wilson, 2001: 2). This study uses the CL procedures 
of keywords and concordances.  

Scott’s (1999) definition of keywords allows for any word 
to be potentially key if it occurs frequently enough and becomes 
statistically significant when compared to a reference corpus. Scott 
classifies three types of keywords: (1) proper nouns, (2) content 
words which are indicators of the ‘aboutness’ of a particular text, 
and (3) function words which may be indicators of style, rather 
than aboutness. An examination of the keywords in a particular 
corpus should reveal its most significant lexical features in terms of 
aboutness and style. Keywords are usually ranked in order of 
keyness, starting with the most statistically significant or 
‘strongest’ keywords on the top of the keyword list and going to 
the least statistically significant keywords at the bottom of the list. 
Since keywords are indicators of a text’s topic, or its ‘aboutness’, 
what a text is about, they are likely to provide an idea about the 
topic and plot elements (participants, processes, setting) of the 
selected narratives. I have used WordSmith5 to extract the 
keywords of the corpus of all the narratives compiled, using the 
BNC Sampler–Written as a reference corpus, and setting the ‘cut-
off’ point for determining whether a word was a key-word at 
p=0.000001, a threshold which is frequently used in corpus-based 
research (McEnery, 2006: 233). A total of 194 keywords have been 
extracted, examined and grouped into ten categories according to 
related or shared semantic space. These categories include 
pronouns, sex/rape, references to ABZ, references to victims, threat 
and blackmail, communication and social media, body parts and 
clothes, places, processes for both ABZ and victims and other. 
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WordSmith5 also affords the extraction of concordance lines, thus 
producing ‘all of the examples of a search term in the context that 
it appears in’ (Baker and McEnery, 2005: 202). A concordance, 
which is also referred to as ‘key word in context’ (KWIC), yields a 
particular node word within its immediate co-text, which is usually 
a specified number of words to the left and right of the node word 
(Baker, 2006: 71).  

Concordance lines constitute the starting point for 
qualitative analysis. In this paper, concordances of the keywords in 
the various categories mentioned above are used to qualitatively 
explore the discursive strategies employed in the narratives. 
Through revealing the discursive strategies in the narratives, the 
analysis seeks to answer the following questions.  

1. From what perspective are the narratives told? 
2. How are ABZ and the victims presented in the narratives?  
3. What qualities are attributed to social actors?  

 

4. Data and Methodology  

The Instagram account @policeassault includes 100 
narratives in the form of screenshots. There are 149 screenshots in 
total, divided as shown in Table 2 below.  

Category 
odd 

behavior 

real-life 

harassment 

online 

harassment 

physical 

assault 

blackmail 

and 

threat 

Au 

Spain 

No. of 

Narratives 
24 64 20 13 24 4 

 
Table 2 

Division of narratives' screenshots on @assaultpolice Instagram account 
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I excluded the screenshots of conversations allegedly held 
between ABZ and the victims and focused only on those which 
provide a personal account of the events whether by the victim 
herself (62 narratives) or by a friend or a witness (7 narratives). 
Hence, the selected data include 69 narratives (consisting of about 
12,700 words). 53 of the screenshots were numbered using 
ANON+number and 16 had been given titles such as Girl A, Girl 7, 
etc. Some of the narratives are long and were provided in more 
than one screenshot with the label ANON(n) continued. The 69 
narratives were manually transcribed and converted to a text file to 
be processed by WordSmith5.   

The analysis was carried out in three steps. The first step 
was to extract the keywords.  From the keywords, I focused only 
on the content words (pronouns, nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs). In the second step, concordances of the keywords were 
examined to identify the discursive strategies employed in the 
narratives. In the third step, the discursive strategies are discussed 
and explained in relation to the context of the narratives.  

 

5. Discussion 

Perspectivation 

All narratives are focalized through the victims’ perspective. 
They are all told in the first-person and they give an account of 
ABZ’s activities and history with the victims. As shown in Table 3, 
the first-person pronouns ‘ME’ (Freq. 375 – Keyness 1494.7) and 
‘I’ (Freq. 614 – Keyness 1429.9) come at the top of the keyword 
list. Other pronouns for the first person also get high keyness, 
including the possessive ‘MY’ and the Arabic first-person singular 
pronoun ‘ANA’ [I]. Singular masculine third-person pronouns also 
get high keyness, with the subject pronoun ‘HE’ occupying the 
third place (Freq. 548 – Keyness 1389.8) in addition to the object 
pronoun ‘HIM’, the Arabic equivalent of he ‘HWA’, and the 
possessive ‘HIS’. Other pronouns include a short version of the 
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second-person pronoun you ‘U’ which is quite common in online 
chatting and messaging, an Arabic equivalent of she ‘HEYA’, the 
plural first-person pronoun ‘WE’ and the third-person plural 
possessive ‘THEIR’.  

N 
Key 

word Freq. % RC. Freq. RC. % Keyness P 

1 ME 375 2.836182117 1414 0.135349214 1494.723999 2.56676E-19 

2 I 614 4.643775463 6217 0.595096231 1429.9198 2.94109E-19 

3 HE 548 4.144607544 4890 0.468074709 1389.80896 3.20992E-19 

5 HIM 230 1.73952508 1184 0.113333426 793.2803955 1.82761E-18 

6 MY 218 1.648767233 1951 0.186751291 547.4794312 5.90909E-18 

31 ANA 10 0.075631522 0 87.65116119 5.18027E-15 

44 HWA 9 0.06806837 0 78.88536835 8.84658E-15 

46 U 23 0.173952505 132 0.012635146 74.76541138 1.1809E-14 

51 HIS 118 0.892452002 4000 0.382883221 64.18933105 2.90757E-14 

121 HEYA 4 0.030252609 0 35.05867004 6.7423E-10 

137 WE 77 0.582362711 2985 0.285726607 30.82310867 2.53405E-08 

185 THEIR 8 0.060505219 2713 0.259690523 -29.16301727 6.36125E-08 

Table 3 Pronouns in the keyword list 
 

The first-person narrators tend to use unmodalized propositions 
which ‘always express higher reliability than propositions 
involving evaluations of reliability’ (Halliday 1994, 89). This 
tendency is reflected by the relational processes in the keywords 
list which include forms of the verb be (IS, ARE, WAS) and the 
equivalent Arabic verbs for was (KAN, KANET, KONT) (see 
Table 4). This is likely to gain the readers’ trust in these narrators’ 
stories since they are given as facts.  

N Key word Freq. % RC. Freq. RC. % Keyness P 

33 
KAN  
[3rd m-was] 10 0.075631522 0 87.65116119 5.18027E-15 

35 WAS 210 1.588261962 8167 0.781751812 83.93618774 6.42457E-15 

77 AM 25 0.189078808 313 0.02996061 48.70334244 2.51676E-13 

90 
KANET [3rd 
f-was] 5 0.037815761 0 43.8237114 8.43846E-13 

166 
KONT  
[1st -was] 3 0.022689456 0 26.29377937 2.90307E-07 

189 ARE 22 0.166389346 5346 0.511723399 -41.65830612 1.78111E-12 

190 IS 62 0.468915433 10231 0.979319513 -43.5556221 9.16881E-13 

Table 4 Relational processes in the keyword list 
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The depiction of the victims’ perceptions and emotions is 
likely to encourage readers to identify with the victims and, hence, 
to sympathize with rather than condemn them since they will be 
more understanding of their suffering. Through first-person 
narration, readers are given direct access to the victims’ inner 
world. This creates a kind of intimacy and closeness between 
victims and readers, which is further enhanced through the use of 
mental processes. The use of mental processes (see Table 5 below), 
with the victims functioning as actor, is quite important in order to 
help recipients get an insight into the inner world of the victims 
and relate to their suffering. The use of mental processes in 
narratives of sexual abuse is dubbed by Ellen Klosterman (1997) as 
‘pro-survivor writing’, i.e. narratives which ‘do not objectify the 
victim’ (1997: 140). Klosterman (1997: 140) adds that if mental 
processes are omitted from writing, ‘it is easier to blame the victim 
for individual pathology because the context for her decisions, 
perceptions, and behaviours - crucial for the audience’s 
understanding - are omitted’. 

N Key word Freq % 
RC. 
Freq RC. % Keyness P 

65 KNOW 38 0.287399799 627 0.060016941 57.57165527 6.10829E-14 

175 THOUGHT 23 0.173952505 490 0.046903193 26.15382957 3.12347E-07 

Table 5 Mental processes in the keyword list 
The mental verb know is used 34 times with the pronoun I as 

actor, of which 32 concordance lines have the pronoun I referring to one 
of the victims and 2 have the pronoun I referring to ABZ in reported 
speech. Among these lines, there are 20 affirmative uses of the verb and 
14 negative uses with I didn’t and I don’t before the verb. As shown in 
the concordance lines in Figure 1 below, there are references by victims 
to not knowing about the history or misconduct of ABZ (line 1, 7, 9, 21, 
38), knowing him (l.5, 29, 31), wanting to know why ABZ specifically 
chose them (l.12, 14), not knowing what to do in response to what was 
happening to them (l.6, 25, 26, 29), ABZ executing his threat and calling 
the victims’ contacts (l.2, 3), and their determination to strengthen the 
case against ABZ (l.16, 17, 19).    
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Figure 1 Concordance lines for know 
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The mental verb thought is used 21 times with the pronoun I 
as an actor. This give readers an insight into the victims’ thoughts 
and emotions about ABZ. As seen in Figure 2 below, victims 
thought ABZ was respectful (l.7), well educated (l.9), a normal 
classmate (l.12), gentle and decent (l.16), nice and good looking 
(l.17), very sweet (l.18), and a nice person (l.20). Readers also get 
to know about the victims’ emotions: there are references to a 
victim’s liking of ABZ’s attention in her: I thought I was special 
(l.15); a victim’s feeling of love: I thought I was in love with him 
(l.22), of regret: I thought it was all my fault (l.8), and of shock: I 
would never thought for second he would do that (l.11)], 
perceptions [I thought I recognized him (l.21), I thought I could 
trust this person (l.23)] and determination to share their stories and 
expose ABZ [I thought I’d come forward with all I know (l.6), 
many people need proof so I thought I’d share (l.10)].  

 

Figure 2 Concordance lines for thought 
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Nomination and Predication 
How ABZ is constructed largely depends on how he is 

named and described by the victims. Hence, the analysis provides a 
list of the naming choices and modifiers with which ABZ was 
labelled by his victims. ‘[T]here are many different ways of saying 
essentially the same thing’ and the element of choice produces 
ideological meaning (Jeffries and McIntyre, 2010: 25).  

There is a similarity between all the narratives: almost all 
victims state that their impression of ABZ when they first met him 
was that he was a nice and decent person. Then, when they got to 
know him, they realized that first impressions are not always right. 
They all suffer various kinds of misconduct by ABZ ranging from 
verbal violence to blackmail to sexual harassment and even rape.  

N Key word Freq. % 
RC. 

Freq. 
RC. 
% Keyness P 

16 GUY 23 0.173952505 13 154.8545074 4.53212E-16 

18 AHMED 20 0.151263043 6 147.3773499 5.48923E-16 

23 ZAKI 13 0.098320983 0 113.9494247 1.56547E-15 

94 RAPIST 5 0.037815761 0 43.8237114 8.43846E-13 

95 CREEPY 5 0.037815761 0 43.8237114 8.43846E-13 

108 ASSHOLE 5 0.037815761 1 38.44212341 9.12679E-12 

134 DISGUSTING 5 0.037815761 4 31.55898094 1.64226E-08 

135 WEIRD 5 0.037815761 4 31.55898094 1.64226E-08 

167 KISSER 3 0.022689456 0 26.29377937 2.90307E-07 

168 MOTHERFUCKER 3 0.022689456 0 26.29377937 2.90307E-07 

ANIMAL 4 0.030252609 

NICE 5 0.037815761 

DECENT 3 0.030252609 

 PSYCHOPATH 2 0.021564161     

Table 6 Keywords used for Naming and Describing ABZ 
 

After being subject to ABZ’s abuse, victims construct him as a 

rapist, as in Figure 6. He is also referred to as a pedophile (l.1) 

since many of his victims are minors. He is also labelled as an 

asshole (Fig. 7), an animal (Fig. 8), psychopath (Fig. 9) and a 

motherfucker (Fig. 10). 
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Figure 6 Concordance lines for rapist 
 

 
Figure 7 Concordance lines for asshole  
 

 
Figure 8 Concordance lines for animal 
 

 
Figure 9 Concordance lines for psychopath  
 

 
Figure 10 Concordance lines for motherfucker 
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He is also constructed using a number of negative modifiers 

including creepy (Fig. 11), disgusting (Fig. 12), and weird (Fig. 

13). Note that the modifier creepy is used in negative constructions 

(l.2, 4) to describe ABZ’s behaviour at the beginning of the 

relationship.  

 

 
Figure 11 Concordance lines for creepy 
 
Disgusting is used to describe ABZ (l.3), his actions (l.4, 5), and 

also the rumours he used to spread if a victim did not do what he 

wanted (l.1). 

 
Figure 12 Concordance lines for disgusting 
 
Weird is used to modify ABZ’s conversations (l.1, 5), ways of 

staring at victims (l.2), of being manipulative (l.4), and the photos 

he used to send to his victims (l.3).  
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Figure 13 Concordance lines for weird 
 

It should be noted that labelling ABZ as a rapist, an asshole, 
an animal, and a psychopath as well as describing him and his 
behaviour as creepy, disgusting and weird can be ideological 
because these labels and modifiers are value-loaded. In other 
words, these labels and modifiers have negative connotations, i.e., 
a negative meaning attached to a word by virtue of its usage 
(Jeffries, 2006: 229) and construct a kind of person who is bad, 
abnormal, immoral and law-breaking. Hence, they are likely to 
motivate readers to go through a judgmental process and, 
eventually, take the side of the victims.  
 

The construction of ABZ implicitly contributes to the 
construction of the victims because offenders and victims are 
perceived as binary, canonical opposites (Jancarikova, 2013; 
Tabbert, 2012). As shown in Table 7, the keywords used to label 
the victims include girls, slut, girl, whore, and girlfriend. The 
keywords also include modifiers describing the victims’ feelings 
about their trauma, namely, scared, uncomfortable and terrified.  
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N Key word Freq. % 
RC. 

Freq. RC. % Keyness P 

19 GIRLS 31 0.234457716 81 141.6642609 6.41025E-16 

26 SLUT 13 0.098320983 1 106.7696304 2.07606E-15 

28 SCARED 11 0.083194673 1 89.5581665 4.66494E-15 

55 GIRL 23 0.173952505 183 0.017516907 62.0352478 3.63059E-14 

82 WHORE 7 0.052942067 4 47.03420639 3.61274E-13 

84 GIRLFRIEND 6 0.045378912 1 46.87241745 3.75068E-13 

143 UNCOMFORTABLE 6 0.045378912 12 29.97610092 4.08157E-08 

150 TERRIFIED 5 0.037815761 7 27.69908333 1.38805E-07 

Table 7 Keywords used for Naming and Describing the victims  
 

ABZ constructs his victims using the labels slut (Fig. 14), 
whore (Fig.15) and girlfriend (Fig. 16). As shown in the 
concordances, he uses the degrading labels slut and whore either to 
insult the victims or to threaten them with destroying their 
reputations among their contacts. 

 

 
Figure 14 Concordance lines for slut 
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Figure 15 Concordance lines for whore  
 
As for the label girlfriend, ABZ either asks a victim to be his 
girlfriend (l.1, 4) or to tell people that she is his girlfriend (l.5, 6). 
Line 2 presents one of the ways ABZ entices his victims at the 
beginning of a relationship by telling them stories about him being 
victimized by an ex-girlfriend. Line 3 is a part of the narrative of 
the only male victim in the corpus. He is a Canadian young man 
who was a fellow student of ABZ’s at the AUC and when he left 
for his country ABZ accused him of being a sexual harasser and 
tried to ruin his reputation.  
 

 
Figure 16 Concordance lines for girlfriend  

Conversely, the modifiers uncomfortable (Fig. 17), scared 
(Fig. 18) and terrified (Fig. 19) are used by the victims. These 
modifiers provide readers with access to the inner feelings of the 
victims. In line 1, uncomfortable is used to justify a victim’s 
deletion of the evidence for her story, her chat with ABZ. Lines 2, 
3, 5 and 6 describe victims being uncomfortable about ABZ’s 
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sexual advances. Line 4 is the only instance of the word used by 
ABZ while threatening a victim to expose their sexual encounter to 
her father.  
 

 
Figure 17 Concordance lines for uncomfortable  
 
As shown in Figures 18 and 19, all the uses of scared and terrified 
have the victims as actors in the agent position. They are used to 
describe the victims’ feelings during the process of being sexually 
assaulted and after.  
 

 
Figure 18 Concordance lines for scared  

 



Analysing the discursive strategies in the narratives of victims of an 
Egyptian sex predator: a corpus-assisted Discourse Historical approach 

Dr Wesam M. A. Ibrahim 
  

  مجلة وادي النيل للدراسات والبحوث الإنسانية والاجتماعية والتربوية (مجلة علمية محكمة)

 

265 

 
Figure 19 Concordance lines for terrified 
 

In order to shed light on how the events in the narratives are 
constructed and convey the experiences of these victims of sexual 
abuse, all processes in the keywords were extracted and classified 
using Halliday’s transitivity model (Simpson 2004). Transitivity is 
a system which construes experiences in terms of a set of process 
types and relates them to the participants and circumstances 
involved in the production of the clause. It ‘shows how speakers 
encode in language their mental picture of reality and how they 
account for their experience of the world around them’ (Simpson, 
1993: 88). Different types of processes used in a text contribute to 
the construction of a world view and thus ideation (Tabbert, 2016: 
87). The processes expressed by the verbal element of the clause 
have three potential components: the process itself (which is 
expressed by a verb phrase), participants involved in the process 
(which are usually realized by noun phrases), and any 
circumstances involved in the process (which usually contain 
adverbial and prepositional phrases). The transitivity model 
‘assigns lexical verbs to a number of different categories, 
according to the kind of process or state they appear to be 
describing’ (Jeffries, 2010: 40). These categories include material, 
verbalisation, mental and relational processes. Material processes, 
processes of doing, are associated with two inherent participant 
roles which are the Actor, an obligatory role in the process, and a 
Goal (the affected participant), a role which may or may not be 
involved in the process depending on whether the verb is transitive 
or intransitive (Simpson, 2004: 22). Verbalisation processes are 
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processes of saying and are associated with the participant roles of 
Sayer (the producer of the speech), Receiver (the entity to which 
the speech is addressed) and Verbiage (that which gets said) 
(Simpson, 2004: 24). Mental processes are essentially processes of 
sensing and are associated with two participant roles:  Sensor (the 
conscious being that is doing the sensing) and Phenomenon (the 
entity which is sensed, felt, thought or seen) (Simpson, 2004: 23). 
They ‘involve cognition (encoded in verbs such as ‘thinking’ or 
‘wondering’), reaction (as in ‘liking’ or ‘hating’) and perception 
(as in ‘seeing’ or ‘hearing’)’ (Simpson, 2004: 23). Relational 
processes are processes of being. They establish a relationship 
between entities and can be divided into three main sub-types: 
intensive processes (which posit a relationship of equivalence, an 
‘x is y’ connection, between two entities), possessive processes 
(which express a relationship of ownership) or circumstantial 
processes (which relate to the time or place of the state with the 
circumstantial element upgraded to fulfil the role of a full 
participant in the process) (Simpson, 2004: 24).  

The mental and relational processes identified in the 
keywords are discussed in the perspectivation section. 
Verbalization processes in the keyword list include told, asked, talk 
and tell (see Table 8).  

N 
Key 

word Freq. % RC. Freq. RC. % Keyness P 

11 TOLD 72 0.544546962 373 0.03570386 246.8069305 8.30104E-17 

54 ASKED 33 0.249584019 425 0.04068134 62.80460739 3.34737E-14 

104 TALK 17 0.128573596 172 0.016463978 39.02408981 6.30838E-12 

146 TELL 18 0.13613674 278 0.026610384 29.08493233 6.6349E-08 

Table 8 Verbalization processes 

 

Material processes are quite important for the purposes of this paper. 
They are extracted from the keyword list, as shown in Table 9 below. 
My analysis of material processes focuses specifically on the activity or 
passivity of the participants.  
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N Key word Freq. % 
RC. 

Freq. RC. % Keyness P 

10 KEPT 66 0.499168038 132 0.012635146 330.0186462 3.08413E-17 

14 TRIED 39 0.294962943 138 0.013209471 158.7081604 4.12482E-16 

15 TEXTED 18 0.13613674 0 157.7828522 4.21802E-16 

17 BLOCKED 21 0.158826202 8 150.1234589 5.10893E-16 

24 STARTED 33 0.249584019 174 0.016655419 112.0469666 1.68276E-15 

76 WENT 32 0.242020875 517 0.049487654 49.50400162 2.14664E-13 

80 KISS 10 0.075631522 24 47.06016922 3.59123E-13 

83 SUCK 7 0.052942067 4 47.03420639 3.61274E-13 

85 HARASSED 6 0.045378912 1 46.87241745 3.75068E-13 

99 GO 34 0.257147193 666 0.063750051 42.7876091 1.1789E-12 

109 THREATENED 10 0.075631522 42 37.79344177 1.46551E-11 

111 STOP 15 0.113447286 137 0.01311375 36.98132706 3.01899E-11 

128 BLACKMAIL 4 0.037815761 3 33.31413269 4.91637E-09 

131 CONVINCE 6 0.045378912 10 31.67030334 1.53448E-08 

138 RUIN 5 0.037815761 5 30.08649063 3.83953E-08 

140 ASSAULTED 4 0.030252609 1 30.07979202 3.85382E-08 

141 HARASS 4 0.030252609 1 30.07979202 3.85382E-08 

152 SEND 11 0.083194673 98 27.57370949 1.48296E-07 

160 FUCKED 3 0.022689456 0 26.29377937 2.90307E-07 

165 MESSAGED 3 0.022689456 0 26.29377937 2.90307E-07 

180 GRABBED 5 0.037815761 11 24.22553444 8.53962E-07 

181 RAPE 2 0.037815761 11 24.22553444 8.53962E-07 

Table 9 Material Processes  

The material processes are divided into groups based on 
their semantic domain. One group relates to sexual activities and 
includes kiss, suck, harassed, assaulted, harass, fucked, and rape. 
In almost all the concordances, the material process kiss has the 
pronoun he referring to ABZ as the actor and the pronoun me 
referring to the victims as the goal. Exceptions include reported 
speech cases in which ABZ asks the victim to kiss him: line 1 (let 
me kiss you), l.2 (loosen up kiss me), and l.10 (I wanna kiss you). 
Also, in line 7 a victim reports that ABZ asked her to kiss him (he 
started asking me to kiss him). 
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Figure 20 Concordance lines for kiss 
 
The material process suck has the goal as my c**k and me in 
reported speech where ABZ requests the victims to do this action 
for him (l.1, 4, 5). It has the goal as him in the victim’s account of 
how he forced, made or threatened them to do this action (l.2, 3, 6, 
7).  
 

 
Figure 21 Concordance lines for suck 
 
The process harassed has the pronoun he (referring to ABZ) as the 
actor in all concordance lines. It has the pronoun me (l.1, 2, 3, 4), 
my friend (l.5) and one of my best friends (l.6) in the goal slot. The 
process also has the adverb modifiers sexually (l.2, 4, 5) and 
verbally (l.6).  
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Figure 22 Concordance lines for harassed 
 
The process assaulted is used in passive constructions in lines 1 
and 3 whereby ABZ is the doer of the action (assaulted by him). In 
line 2, the actor is occupied by the pronoun I (referring to the 
Canadian guy accused by ABZ of being a sexual predator) and the 
goal is occupied by the noun phrase his girlfriend (with his in this 
construction to be interpreted as ABZ’s) 
 

 
Figure 23 Concordance lines for assaulted 
 
As mentioned above with harassed, the process harass also has the 
pronoun he (referring to ABZ) as the actor in all concordance lines. 
The goal is occupied by the pronoun me (l.1, 2, 4) and women (l.3). 
The process is modified by the adverb verbally in line 1. 
 

 
Figure 24 Concordance lines for harass 
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As shown in Figure 25, fucked is used as a material process in line 
2 (he fucked me anal) and as a past-participle adjective in line 1 
(how fucked he is) and line 3 (get fucked).   
 

 
Figure 25 Concordance lines for fucked 
 
The process rape is used once with the pronoun he (referring to 
ABZ) as the actor and the pronoun me (referring to one of the 
victims) as the goal (l.1). Line 2, on the other hand, has the 
pronoun they (referring to ABZ’s group). 
  

 
Figure 26 Concordance lines for rape 
 
The process grabbed belongs to the semantic domain of violence 
but, in the corpus, it is always associated with ABZ’s sexual 
advances. It has the pronoun he (referring to ABZ) as the actor in 
all concordance lines and the pronoun me (l.1, 2, 3), my hair (l.4) 
and my neck (l.5) as the goal.  
 

 
Figure 27 Concordance lines for grabbed 
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In addition to grabbed, the use of the processes assaulted, fucked, 
grabbed and rape convey to readers a sense of ABZ’s violence 
with the victims.  

The context of rape and sexual abuse relate to other 
keywords referring to body parts and items of clothing, see Table 
10. 

N 
Key 

word Freq. % 
RC. 

Freq. 
RC. 
% Keyness P 

62 PANTS 9 0.06806837 5 60.76187134 
4.17389E-
14 

116 BOOBS 4 0.030252609 0 35.05867004 6.7423E-10 

139 THIGHS 4 0.030252609 1 30.07979202 
3.85382E-
08 

HANDS 5 0.037815761 

DICK 3 0.022689456 

Table 10 Body parts and items of clothing 

 
 The clothing item pants is mentioned 9 times in the corpus either 
as part of the victim’s clothing (x 7) or ABZ’s (x 2). There is a 
reference to ABZ pushing down (l.3) or taking off (l.6) his pants. 
The concordance lines reveal ABZ’s sexual advances while trying 
to get into (l.1, 2), making his way down (l.4, 7), taking off (l.8) or 
unbuttoning (l.5, 9) the victim’s pants.  
 

 
Figure 28 Concordance lines for pants 
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In texts about sexual violence, body parts are relevant to the 
material processes whether they are those of the victim or the 
abuser. ABZ physically harasses the victims through grabbing (l.3) 
or groping (l.4) their boobs. He also verbally harasses his victims 
either by praising her boobs (l.1) or asking what size they are (l.2).  
 

 
Figure 29 Concordance lines for boobs 
 
The references to the victims’ thighs describe the process of the 
sexual abuse with ABZ grabbing (l.1), making his way down (l.2) 
or moving his hands on (l.3, 4) the victim’s thighs.  
 

 
Figure 30 Concordance lines for thighs 
 
The use of hands also relates to the process of sexual abuse. As in 
Figure 31, ABZ uses his hand to suppress his victim leaving a scar 
on her body (l.1), to get down the victim’s pants (l.2), to move 
down her thighs (l.3, 5). In these cases, ABZ’s hands are typically 
constructed as the active agent in the abuse process. On the other 
hand, when the victim’s hands are mentioned (l.4), they are being 
held at her back, suppressed to hold her back showing her 
disempowerment and physical entrapment.   
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Figure 31 Concordance lines for hands 
 
Finally, the word dick is used in the corpus 3 times: ABZ tended to 
send pictures of his aroused penis to his victims (l.1); one of the 
victims mentioned that ABZ had an erection while touching her 
from behind (l.2); and, in a conversation between ABZ and one of 
his victims after raping her anally he shouted at her to leave and 
drive home and insulted her saying ‘or u need my dick to give a 
ride home’.  
 

 
Figure 32 Concordance lines for dick 
 

Another group of processes relates to the semantic domain 
of threat and blackmail. It includes the processes threatened and 
blackmail. As shown in Figure 28, the pronoun he, referring to 
ABZ, is used as the actor in all concordance lines. The goal 
position is occupied by me (l.3, 6, 7, 10), us (l.1), and her (l.9). 
Other concordances do not have a participant as the goal but have 
an infinitive reflecting what ABZ threatens to do: ‘to tell my whole 
family’ (l.2), ‘to blackmail’ (l.4), ‘to physically hurt me’ (l.5), and 
‘to spread more shit’ (l.8).  
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Figure 33 Concordance lines for threatened 
 
The actor in the case of blackmail is also occupied by ABZ: he (l.1, 
2) and this person (l.4). The goal slot is filled by us (l.1) and me 
(l.2, 4). In l.3, blackmail is used as a noun not as a process.  
 

 
Figure 34 Concordance lines for blackmail 
 
The process ruin is used in the context of blackmail since ABZ 
threatens his victims to ruin their lives or their relations with 
others. The goal of the process is ‘my life’ (l.1), ‘your lives’ (l.2), 
‘my friendship’ (l.3), and ‘my reputation’ (l.4). In line 1, the victim 
is scared that ABZ will manage to convince her relations of the 
truth of the false things being said about her which would 
eventually ruin her life. In line 2, the victim is reporting ABZ’s 
threat to her and her friends that ‘I’ll photoshop your faces and ruin 
your lives’. In line 3, the victim reflects that ABZ wants to ruin her 
friendship with her best friend while in line 4 the victim is 
lamenting that ABZ and his group of friends want to ruin her 
reputation.   
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Figure 35 Concordance lines for ruin 
 

Finally, a group of processes relate to communication via 
social media. It includes the processes texted, blocked, send and 
messaged. The process texted has ABZ as the actor in almost all 
concordance lines expressed with the pronoun he (l.1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18), this guy (l.3, 9), his name followed by 
asshole (l.6), and his first name (l.17). The agent position is 
occupied by a victim in line 7 with the subject I referring to the 
victim who texted ABZ to ask him why he did this to her 
specifically; and by a victim’s boyfriend texting to ask ABZ not to 
bother the victim (l.11). ABZ occupies the goal position in these 
two cases. In the rest of the concordances, the goal is occupied by 
the victims or their relations: the former expressed by the pronoun 
me (l.1, 2, 4, 6, 9, 10, 12, 16, 17, 18) and the latter expressed by my 
friends (l.5, 14), my best friend (l.3), her boyfriend (l.8), every 
single person (l.13), and my friend (l.15). 
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Figure 36 Concordance lines for texted  
 
After being verbally or physically abused by ABZ, the victims tend 
to end their relations with him using the blocking function 
characteristic of mobile phones and social media apps. It is no 
wonder that the actor in all concordance lines for the process 
blocked is always occupied by the victims expressed by the 
pronoun I (l.1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21), girls 
(l.4), my friend (l.8), and she (l.9, 16, 19). Note that in the 
concordance lines where the actor is occupied by my friend or she 
the first-person narrator of the story is not the victim herself but a 
friend of hers reporting the victim’s story with ABZ. The goal 
position in most concordances is occupied by the third-person 
object pronoun him referring to ABZ (l.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21) or the possessive structure his 
number (ABZ’s phone number) (l.1, 12). It should be noted that in 
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l.17 blocked is not used as a process but as a participial adjective 
modifying the victim’s contact list.  
 

 
Figure 37 Concordance lines for blocked 
 
In relation to this group of processes, other keywords also relate to 
the context of social media and communication (see Table 11). 
This is because most events involving ABZ and the victims include 
communication by phones or social media apps.  
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Table 11 communication and social media in the keywords  

 

Most of the material processes discussed above have ABZ 
as the active agent and the victims as the passive objects being 
acted upon, except in the case of the process blocked which can be 
seen as a kind of defensive strategy.  

Examining the keywords and their concordances in the light of 
perspectivation, nomination and predication reveals the way ABZ, 
his actions, and his victims are constructed in the narratives. These 
narratives, which are presented as factual accounts of real-life 
incidents between the narrators (or their friends in some cases) and 
the sexual perpetrator (ABZ), reflect the perspective of sexual 
abuse and/or harassment victims. The nomination of ABZ shows 
how he is perceived as a nice normal person in the beginning of a 
relationship and then as a creepy, abnormal criminal after the 
narrator has been abused by him whether verbally or physically. 
The material processes construct the male abuser as the active 
agent and the female victims as acted upon. The mental processes, 
on the other hand, give access to the victim’s inner feelings and 
perception, and hence, motivate readers to identify and sympathise 
with the victims.  

 

 

 

N Key word Freq. % 

RC. 

Freq. 

RC. 

% Keyness P 

32 TEXTING 10 0.075631522 0 87.65116119 5.18027E-15 

49 MESSAGES 12 0.090757824 16 67.34243011 2.15823E-14 

60   INSTAGRAM 7 0.052942067 0 61.35424423 3.90855E-14 

72 WHATSAPP 6 0.045378912 0 52.58890152 1.24546E-13 

98 SCREENSHOTS 5 0.037815761 0 43.8237114 8.43846E-13 

119 FACEBOOK 4 0.030252609 0 35.05867004 6.7423E-10 

124 CHAT 6 0.045378912 7 34.82007217 6.91559E-10 

147 PHONE 9 0.06806837 53 28.85396385 7.51213E-08 
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Conclusion  

This study has tackled a very sensitive issue and explored a 
kind of narrative probably never seen in Egypt before. The 
publication of these narratives on social media is likely to cause a 
change in Egyptian culture. This has already started to happen with 
10 girls of the victims filing official complaints against ABZ to the 
Prosecution Council16. Their initiative can be seen as a result of the 
power of social media which were flooded by allegations against 
ABZ, urging girls to come forward and speak out. In a very short 
time, the situation has developed and expanded even more widely 
with many girls and women posting stories and videos about their 
experiences of sexual harassment and assault17. The courage of 

                                                 
16https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=673268590195725&id=
1934175130213078&sfnsn=wa&d=w&vh=e 
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-53333266 
https://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=07072020&id=1d
32d72d-caa7-483b-aaee-28f2e46663c7 
https://www.albayan.ae/one-world/accidents/2020-07-07-1.3905815 
https://www.albawabhnews.com/4078612 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=597023874559892&id=11
1028247341137&sfnsn=wa&d=w&vh=e 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4493654607314911&id=2
30322504261001&sfnsn=wa&d=w&vh=e 
17 An example is the case of a girl who has been raped by her classmate 
two weeks before her wedding in 2018. Her marriage was cancelled and 
later she realized that she was pregnant. She gave birth to a girl and the 
aggressor refused to marry her or acknowledge his daughter. She filed a 
legal case but the aggressor's family have threatened anyone who comes 
forward to give witness and have hidden the aggressor. After covering 
her story in the social media and TV channels, many lawyers 
volunteered to stand by her and re-open her case.   
 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=279430686450855 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvNEXFAuBJU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DboMT_LrgQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCwflFNHiiY 
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Egyptian women to recount on social media stories about being 
exposed to sexual assault reflects what Klosterman described as 
‘the heart of the concept of breaking silence really seems to be 
illuminating community denial and creating a context of true 
freedom of speech for women, of true self-presentation’ 
(Klosterman, 1997: 247). 

What Egypt is currently witnessing, at the time of writing, 
can be considered a shift in culture, with a growing public 
awareness and a tendency not to blame the victim but rather to 
encourage women and girls to expose all incidents of sexual 
harassment and/or assault. The aggressors should be held 100% 
responsible for their sexual violence and their crimes should not be 
excused by the style of dress or personal history of the victims. 
This current awakening and movement of Egyptian women, 
encouraged by social media, may consequently lead to a reduction 
in the frequency of sexual misconduct since it is more likely that 
aggressors accused of physical or internet sexual harassment will 
be reported and held accountable before the Prosecution Council 
and under the courts of law. 
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Appendix 1 

A sample of newspapers and media coverage of the 'Egyptian Predator' 
story.  
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200703-egypt-student-accused-
of-over-50-sexual-crimes/ 
 
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/1994527 
 
https://almesryoon.com/story/1306223/%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%
D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-
%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-
%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%B4-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1-
%D9%85%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A3%D8%A9-
%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9 
 
https://www.alarabiya.net/ar/arab-and-
world/egypt/2020/07/05/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%
B6-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%B4-
%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%87-
%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82- 
 
https://www.eremnews.com/entertainment/arts-celebrities/2270517 
 
https://www.eremnews.com/entertainment/society/2270486 
 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/7/4/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%
D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-
%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%89-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82-
%D9%85%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-
%C2%AB%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-
%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-
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%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%8A%C2%BB-
%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF/4861273 
 
https://www.mobtada.com/details/946629 
 
https://www.mobtada.com/details/946541 
 
https://masralarabia.net/%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%
B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1/1547046-
%D8%B6%D8%A8%D8%B7-
%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-
%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%B4-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7
%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6%D9%87-
%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9 
 
https://akhbarelyom.com/news/newdetails/3075743/1/%D8%A7%D9%8
4%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9-
%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82
%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-
%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-
%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%8A 
 
https://www.layalina.com/%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1-
%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%83%D9%85-
%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7-
%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-
%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AA-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AF-
%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-
%D9%82%D8%B5%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%B9-
%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-
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%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%8A-
365290.html 
 
https://alwafd.news/%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%80%D8%AF%D9%8A%
D8%A7/3062770-%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88-
%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-
%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%86-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF-
%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-
%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A8-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%B4-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7
%D8%AA 

 


