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Methodological Foundations of Causal Explanation in
Social Sciences between Positivist Model and
Interpretative Model

Abstract

The aim of the present study is to investigate both
epistemological and methodological foundations of causality
and its explanations in social science between two outstanding
models in sociological field that are; positivist model and
interpretative one. We will focus on the foundations on which
each model sets up its argument and defense regarding
causality. The first model depends on objective scientific

[ £4A ]



il zigaill g gl 3 galll Cm A Laial) aglell B ) padill Aagiall Gund)
Ldlal) ae g Al

L Al g e Laia¥) g Lleady) gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

method that rests on explanation of social phenomena
analogically to causal explanation of natural phenomena.
While the latter model depends on interpretative method bases
on understanding intentions and significances behind human
actions and behaviors leading to emergence of societal
phenomena. This study suggests another model able to solve
methodological obstacles implied in both models. This model
is probable model based on factor analysis applying
mathematical modeling based on statistical analysis, instead of
deterministic laws of positivist model and interpretative model
that touches the real nature of social phenomena.

The importance of the present study based on showing the
role of epistemology to deal with specific issue that is causal
explanation of human behaviors , social actions and social
phenomena and laws organizing its interactions. Therefore,
this study used critical analytical approach displaying various
arguments and discussions concerning causal explanation of
social phenomena and human actions from one side. On the
other hand, it applies factor analysis approach as functioned
throughout study to explore causal relationships patterns
within a certain context in social sciences.

It is concluded that both social phenomena and human
behaviors cannot be reduced to a single cause, but few factors
or variables are responsible for the emergence of social
phenomena or behavior. It is indicate that factor analysis is a
creditable method and wvalid one to determine variables
leading to human action or behavior.

Key words: Causality- Social Sciences- Positivist Model-
Interpretative  Model- Factor Analysis- Mathematical
Modeling.
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M Penrose,R, Gardner,M (1991) The Emperor's New Mind: Concerning
Computers, Minds, and the Laws of Physics

See also, Penrose,R,(1994) Shadows of the Mind: A Search for the
Missing Science of Consciousness

See also, Penrose,R, _Clarke, C, Kragh,H & 4 more(2011): Cosmology
of Consciousness: Quantum Physics & Neuroscience of Mind.

See also, Churchland,P (1996) The Mind-Brain Continuum. Edited
by R.R. Llinas. The MIT Press.

See also,The Computational Brain. (1992) Patricia S. Churchland and T.
J. Sejnowski. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press
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[ 011 ]



il zigaill g gl 3 galll Cm A Laial) aglell B ) padill Aagiall Gund)
Ldlal) ae g Al

L Al g e Laia¥) g Lleady) gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

Ll —aiad Al —chasial) e Taxe B o a4 s Wi st
laje 053 — Syl bl o) dielan) pallall tigan Go sy Alggu
S Glo —diva i sls o Db W) 06 o dasdl e
Y slall N ik gl zisadll Jaa eV 1ag . letgis sallal
el sVl Claal st daph Glo 13 pSely & ey LAl
wit dal ga Gl ey cihaid) Ly ik oy gallall il
S Jaar olai¥) 1368 &5 pag Aabal) aage bl of Ballall Lale Thauis
Uan elail @llyy clyuaaadl allisly Disintegration adsell elSs dulac
gsa b .Holistic viewdlalall ) kil Jlia (& lape (90 Slpuiial)
lapuse 2y N —Ciisall agh (Ko CAS tlpadl 13a =yl Galad) ol
Bl @b ge Tae — Sl bl alpd §f Lelaay) sallll slal
el (b e L) adig A A5a e Tt Jadl g ey (Al Al
f5aaniall Bl DAY cp DAY gol) L o) Y ()5 s i
pslal)l (3l (8 piill AT zlser ddBlie ggpall e 4l @y 1l
sl sl 2 3sai 589 cdieLanY)
i Sl (ellind| Juiglid e -Gl

& (s ped o 6 dilumys Jaadl o o dlaluy 35 zlgaill 12
OS5 Y Al duely Jalsha LgieS Cua (e cAundinally duiluay) alelall sl
Dmadil) dangie (o ddlide dagiar lgme Jaladll Gang 1A ol b3 aaads Y
ol e aaiay s il ool z3sa (IS8 dpaplall aglall & )
LS Hhi sl Balhll ) phi i) zisall L il agdl o
Aol gailas b salall sda Chay & cdlhaYly Guasll Hasinl,
Ak 08 e (S8 zasa (B aBlgll Al askd i Leod ddailiidl

[ o)



daSae Lale Aae — Ao laia¥l g Abaady) & gadl s cliad jall Juil) 31 5 Ao

(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

WY CalaSivly adinall adlsll A5sSall pualiall g ()SA #3sail 120
L laline gl 20

oo ¥l g laa¥) dle (VAY =1ATE Weber. M jud (Sle) ang
Laiie 435S ) aay 138 Jaly L agdl) gian 15320 cpdlll ¢ Laa¥) cldle aal
Caagd skl e 8 Jaall ola e e (3 ST addl) el )
38 i ga caligliy elan¥) Jaill agh Jss saai odic Linglsau gl
Ol o ajall gl —Ua —Jaills daby zililly HEYL adasyy L sl
9 5a 8 e hobia dhacas of Hall cllul) oy IS Lega « aaina) Jala
e —delily Jealgill cl —aan Jadll e gl L ala 5eY Ll ol
1 Lpaadlly Ay Unfipe elaa¥l dadll 138 Jale ¢ AY) ol Lol
Glally A lgnger JSam A0 Al EE cllee sass sa Jadl
S 9l Bl M pand) agime g AV EDlelis Pl e Aelany]
LG Ailgass eon (A yud de delda¥) Halhll (gl isall agl
Pomina ey gelan¥) dadll of agii of Yl Lule

lsaag 4y o adimg (Jaill asiy (50 DAl (s o inall 1Y)
Jadll V3gy ALl (g oualy

g say ¢ oraall il Lo o) delaal) e o el 10
Calaal Dl dadll 13 ANy i) e o A delaal) pdly e
el e Al deleall adlsys

V£ Ga b e il gl g Lia) ple ¢(glien duen ()
Yore Ol SN A daglpmgdl Jlae 3 a0l 3sen c(gglaen daen ()

Noa

[ YA ]



il zigaill g gl 3 galll Cm A Laial) aglell B ) padill Aagiall Gund)
Ldlal) ae g Al

L Al g e Laia¥) g Lleady) gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

Jadlt
ohaiay!
ga'a-.ﬂl g
6 Fusa o
3l

(Bl (g asa

ot 510
dolaal)

o i o laia¥) Jadl) Al ciligiu (1) JSE

sadl el o duadindll Jalshll gl 8 daeagll dujaall clS 13y
G elaa¥l bl 5 Jadll duhy Lal B jud Sle e g
Ji A ey Lald e dadll 138 28% Laiss DY) o Jelalls Ggiasy
JudYl U Lo suasall cLil) alle (o g laa¥l ale Jiul 8 (Sl )
s ) e sl cSubject @Al Y Object gscagall e Jiw) (gl -auilusy)
o ps U Al dlial) gas dsagl dplia) Gelas WS Lol
Oaa changlading) dankd Gial 3B Jagyy L Slady) S Jigllly agdl)
LMagdl) Laglpagun sf Alsll Lpadll Guanliy g Laa¥) le e

Planes Julilly aghll o Laia¥) Jadl) jub puadf i (Y1 Jljuadly

Ao’ 1 adadly el 4S8 claglgrgad) jud Sle Ciyel
s iy cabigliy elaaV) Lladl) agh e Y Al g g LaaY)
ol Al Adadil juiilly agdl) s ol b of —la — g L aiaig
Gl gt cgaial) el CplelSiey il Gl pagie) Lily Bylaie

Gl gyl (1)

[ 514 ]



daSae Lale Aae — Ao laia¥l g Abaady) & gadl s cliad jall Juil) 31 5 Ao

(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

st (Ko —(irad) @y —Lala¥) JdY) maen o 3 L oaslsasad)
Slaall iy Jail) Ldle (golaty A laall Gleiid e cllyy (s
V) e e Jaad ) palad) b ) a

alag ol oyt " g (ol juiilly agall JalSal) slaiall 138 das
gl dal (e aslhe ged deldn¥) aglally co)lill 4 oaull ol
Apeal AT Ll ey Lan oppadt Cag Wl Ny elaa¥) il
Uyt —lad — sl i) 138 ey LS Aagilly Gannd) Jasis 3 lilanl)
Ol cAlilaad) ADlally (Shedl deally LA Leal agdl Guld
pplie o Jalahy 320 Vs B b (8GN Lddball alghall s ll)
D saealy G L oY) el o Uly el fia Lagiags uusiilly agdll
Py Banes e ) Jpeasl] giall 138 Guda (oS cogdll (sa

dadll Jre 2a) ale dag deldal) aslell Glw (S sl 2l
tgl caalely alle cadlawly coaalia SDlaiuly cadnall Jals Sl
Jala Jadlly el Y Cilagiuy (Jeldll dpaaie slehay ¢ ool L
ool Lt Ul b 2l Jad agdlls e e Lain (el A
8 ladany ) el agh sl pelan¥) delall dyhs jUa) b o sl
Liludy) astell pe (agdll ) Tanadl 138 amusing aaiaall Jals g2yl (el
ge alad jaag ey dlle g2 Jeli L) oY uass 28N agle
Y thegnge Luw Dadde Ay aiuhy Ceall e cle Laal o i
i o) Ulgls Laga Y] Gl relative das —cuy S —(sSin @bl

@ Mats Ekstrom, Causal Explanation of Social Action, op.cit, p.108 See
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