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Semiology of the Symbol and its Function in Political
Philosophy:
An Analytical Study of the Philosophical Foundations and
References of the Concept of Political Symbol

Dr. Hamdi AbdelHamid Mohamed Mohamed
Assistant Professor of Political Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, Sohag
University

Abstract:

This study tries to analyze the basic premises and bases of
the concept of the symbol in political philosophy, in light of
revealing its cognitive semantics and its functions. The study
started from a basic hypothesis that it tries to prove it, [ mean
that there is a complete difference between the positions of
philosophers in regarding the meaning of the symbol and its
role in building political theory, this mainly due to the
difference in their visions on the symbol, whether these
starting points and premises are Existential, or Marxist, or
liberal, or phenomenological, or structural, or deconstructive.
Therefore, we have defined the scope of our research by
studying the attitudes of certain group of political
philosophers about the symbol, in the light of three basic
approaches: the semiotic, the epistemological, and the
ideological one.

Keywords:

Symbol, Semiology, Politicization of Signs, Hermeneutics,
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(58) Seiter, Ellen: “Semiotics, Structuralism and Television”, in:

Robert C. Allen, (ed.), Channels of Discourse, Reassembled:

Television and Contemporary Criticism, London: Routledge, 2nd, ed.,
1992, P. 24.
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) Langer, Susanne K.: Philosophy in a New Key: A Study in the
Symbolism of Reason, Rite and Art, New York: New American
Library, 1954, P. 51.

(*) Ibid, P. 231.

(**) Burke, Kenneth: On Symbols and Society, ed. by: Joseph R.
Gusfield, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989, PP. 107-113.

) Langer, Susanne, op. cit., P. 24.
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(™) Elder, Charles D. and Roger W. Cobb: “The Political Uses of
Symbolism”, American Politics Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 3, 1973,
P.309.

(™) Ibid, P. 306.
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(™) Doty, William G.: Mythography: The Study of Myths Rituals,

Tuscaloosa: Univ. of Alabama, ond ed., 2000, PP. 33-34.
roe S

(Gentile, John S.: Defining Myth: An Introduction to the Special
Issue on Storytelling and Myth, Storytelling, Self, Society, Vol. 7,
No. 2, 2011, P.88).

(") Flood, Christopher G.: Political Myth: A Theoretical
Introduction, New York & London: Routledge, 2002, P. 44.
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(") Bottici, Chiara: A Philosophy of Political Myth, Cambridge:
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(**) Edelman, Murray: The Symbolic Uses of Politics, Urbana, IL:
University of Illinois Press, 1985, P. 16.
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(*>) Edelman, Murray: Politics as Symbolic Action, New York:

Academic Press, 1971, P. 174.

%) Ibid, P. 2.

(87) Cohen, Abner: Two Dimensional Man: An Essay on the
Anthropology of Power and Symbols in a Complex Society,
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1974, PP. 35-36.
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(**) Cohen, Abner: “Political Symbolism”, Annual Review of
Anthropology, Vol. 8, 1979, P. 87.

) Edelman, Murray: Political Language: Words that Succeed and
Policies that Fail, New York: Academic Press, 1977, PP. 43-45.
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(*) Ibid, PP. 4-5.
") Zizek, Slavoj: Iraq: The Borrowed Kettle, London & New York:
Verso, 2005, PP. 2-4.
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(92) Klatch, Rebecca E.: “Of Meanings & Masters: Political
Symbolism & Symbolic Action”, Polity, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Autumn,
1988), PP. 142-143.
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(*’) Lear, Jonathan: “Allegory and Myth in Plato’s Republic”, in: The

Blackwell Guide to Plato’s Republic, edited by: Gerasimos Santas,
Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006, PP. 34, 38.
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("") Morgan, Kathryn A.: Myth and Philosophy from the Pre-
Socratics to Plato, Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2000, P.163.

(**") Loraux, Nicole: Born of the Earth: Myth and Politics in Athens,

trans. Selina Stewart; Ithaca, NY: Cornell Univ. Press, 2000, P. 28.

) Arendt, Hannah: Between Past and Future: Six Exercises in

Political Thought, New York: The Viking Press, 1961, P. 132.
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(***) Measen, Sebine: “Metaphors in the Social Sciences: Making Use

and Making Sense of Them”, in: Metaphor and Analogy in the
Sciences, ed.: Fernand Hallyn, New York: Springer Science, 2000,
PP. 199-200.

(**) White, Hugh C.: “Metaphor and Myth: Percy, Ricoeur and
Frye”, in: Wise and Discerning Mind: Essays in Honor of Burke O.
Long, ed.: Saul M. Olyan and Robert C. Culley, Providence- Rhode
Island: Brown Judaic Studies, 2000, PP. 245-246.
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(106) Measen, S.: “Metaphors in the Social Sciences..”, P. 199.
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(*'% Ibid, P. 193.

(*"") Wolin, Sheldon S.: Politics and Vision: Continuity and
Innovation in Western Political Thought, London: Princeton Univ.
Press, 2004, PP. 18-19.
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(***) Cassirer, Ernst: The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms, Vol. I

(Language), tr., by: Ralph Mankeim, New Haven, CT: Yale Univ.
Press, 1955, P. 186.
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(**") Habermas, Jirgen: The Liberating Power of Symbols:

Philosophical Essays, trans.: Peter Dews, Cambridge: The MIT
Press, 2001, P. 10.

(**®) Klatch, Rebecca: “Of Meanings & Masters: Political Symbolism
& Symbolic Action”, P.140.
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(130) Wallace, Robert M.: Translator’s Introduction, in: Work on Myth

by: Hans Blumenberg, Cambridge: MIT Press, 1985, xxiv, xxvi.
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(" Renz, Ursula: “From Philosophy to Criticism of Myth:
Cassirer’s Concept of Myth”, Synthese, Vol. 179, No. 1 (March
2011), P. 135.

(***) Wallace, R. M.: Translator’s Introduction, xxvi.

(**) Cassirer, Ernst: The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms, Vol. I (The
Phenomenology of Knowledg), tr., by: Ralph Mankeim, New Haven,
CT: Yale Univ. Press, 1957, PP. 55-57.
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Jalsall o e papn bl e gl Sie) J as el
adl Oy b)) gea 8 Gedy Dss 635 Lo gt e "Ldlie DU
calS edpadall allul) CBla Ll e Ul gy )" ulludU S5l
PEERF PR DXCUNS FRRTWIE | PIRCILIC A A UV P R
] Ll @l el Y e —da)ll JSEY) e LS e i
JLall cilaiie o cdigyse Wi W Ll o gshud) ) osSailag
L7 10 el

gl :5alll (dsene s2en deal tdeng (Bohallly Agal) i) ) palS (‘H)
Ly Ve a0 (sl dalall A yeadl)
(Cassirer, Ernst: The Myth of the State, New Haven: Yale Univ. Press,
1946, P. 45).
) Wallace, R. M.: Translator’s Introduction, xxv.
kil Al o IV ailase B elg yshan) (B ) palS el Jsn
(Coskun, Deniz: “The Politics Of Myth. Cassirer’s Pathology Of The
Totalitarian State”, in: idem, Law As Symbolic Form: Ernst
Cassirer and the Anthropocentric View of Law, Dordrecht: Springer,
2007, PP. 135-172; Barash, Jeffrey A.. “Myth in History,
Philosophy of History as Myth: On the Ambivalence of Hans

Blumenberg’s Interpretation of Ernst Cassirer’s Theory of
Myth”, History and Theory, Vol. 50, No. 3 (Oct. 2011), PP. 331ff).
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oo 5 ST gl by (s plaul S Gl K5 b el
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o ol o Y gottagh cnly ¢ jsganll o B 8 deju STy dign
Dbl 21 G50 e Aalaadl B lsaaty of —lS Jlally —agie Uiy oS

(%) Blumenberg, H.: Work on Myth, trans. Robert M. Wallace,
Cambridge: MIT Press, 1985, P. 271.

(") Blumenberg, Hans: “Light as a Metaphor for Truth: At the
Preliminary Stage of Philosophical Concept Formation”, Trans.
Joel Anderson, in: David M. Levin (ed.), Modernity and the
Hegemony of Vision, Berkeley: University of California, 1993, P. 31.
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(*®) Blumenberg, H.: Work on Myth, PP. 61-62.
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) Simon, Roger: Gramsci’s Political Thought, London: Lawrence &
Wishart, 1999, P. 24.
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(**) Schwarzmantel, John: Ideology and Politics, London: SAGE
Publications Ltd, 2008, P. P. 11, 27.
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(148) Gramsci, Antonio: Selections from Political Writings (1921-

1926), trans.: Quintin Hoare, London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1978,
P. 39.
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(150) Althusser, Louis: For Marx, trans.: Ben Brewster, London: Allen

Lane, The Penguin Press, 1969, P. 231.
(**" Ibid, P. 233.
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LI i A Bl She B Ll sl 138 ey - aBlsll L))
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& ety LS ¢ aiall ailgl) jasa ae 38055 Y Ll 138 Jieag o4 oIy
Oy s lally ATy Al gl
liday Ol el Qlll (e leds sausill vie Laglpal) culS 1l
(Ideological «aslssa) Asall Bgaly 1asen Lo DA (o puals Lunadl
@J&mﬁ\ sl e J2a Ldad lgwdd jea)lly «State Apparatuses)
Oad (gl g pe Lgadt ) Bale) ) 4am Adlawlll culS 136 L adiaall
Oe B Y Dy el o Lk aiSh aae gy peall (e cdlld b maii o) dal
G 0sS oly edleall sy Jealsie IS8 mig OIS gyl (ma 35ag
agly -l ) Lag cdonpdl) AL (5 agisin a5l duigild bl Gullend
ol ilelaall g 2fa S Gleosgall 38 ¢ graalY Gy clide oy
(e B JilusS daxt e 65u¥lg aabiall 535 cpulaall Jia tlnglgaadl
Cils A Al Aeall dyudl Al ae s ) Gis () sl

(***) Althusser, Louis: “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses”,
in: idem, Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays, trans.: Ben
Brewster, London & New York: Monthly Review Press, 1971, PP.

161-162.
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Lylas clengs WHT Jsall L dags Al ol caass Lay (79 Lo
e Ll Ay 898 Lghemsy Linslannd] clS 13l L dabandly due Laiay 484l
(Cultural Cosmologies) "4l allse’ (68 Lgiay (3 Jilusslly <ilsaY)
Lo Gl Lels canly iy 8 soaeid) wllhadll 8 oSl (DA e cdiliig
Ge el 8 DA e s ) A olay e o Al b
Fhdl s dleall da uad A il ) gany Ldebddd) cladl
%) A1 ) g ¢ sapl) (mny a5 alall s glondy)

By dole e @il i dhag S0l o Bl asaa ols 13y
Llie] Lo updied) O 8 el ula (e DS cVslaall Cina

(***) Kotsko, Adam: Zizek and Theology, London: T. & T. Clark, 2008,
P. 23.
(154) Measen, S.: “Metaphors in the Social Sciences..”, op. cit., P. 202.

(*>%) Ibid.
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callil ia (Gl Al Cels Aol e AaSHll Calsall calS 13
Sk A sl clasleally el u golad ASSa Auls) Dg) o
dacills bl e gladlly el Clpal€y Gie) Lalai lgiasy LinslgnY)
¢ 3l (e colyalll Zacdlall Cilse e 13 1oV Sl () ¢adlsll daial
il ) il 0 ol i) il

shilly sl (ha ilgn (g9a3 (A el Sy e el sS e B
Ay allaxialy eyl Cialagiy ¢ palaall Calhull) 2Dl ey S8l ¢ NVl
DRIl dday Ko Lo Glasls ciila (e pddalia Gty pa)\SH i
O Al B Wl e Jliieg AT Gils e Graall (WAl oSal
YAy ¢ el Lnglodiady) sl Wl CadSs Abal ay ¢ Julll slasy)
agileds 8 L3l sle S Culll) DA Giany alaial ehys (e85 )

i ) e it | (§ it i 0 o) i (1)

& (YAYe—Y4.1) (Hannah Arendt) «ai)l disy alaal coail
om i Wl Aspal Loyl Al dad e gl o el e LS
ladie Lgdal) dabudl AN Cinveal Guny caaty ¥ baby Lally dubd)
eS8 Al YA e i of Jalas a ey VAl Tas s
DUl & Dl asghe o s B el ) e galannd sl
S Lag 1 ola (Jadlly Ll Gu gl ] el 13 L Jadll dands
Sagle A7) mbally clld 3 lgle candiel A Gl e J3lal

(**®) Arendt, Hannah: The Promise of Politics, ed. and with an

Introduction by: Jerome Kohn, New York: Schocken Books, 2005, P.
P. 108, 120.
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O Bdsedll L) oo danle Sl auddll Lash (8 dalglly shaal
Coal Lals e Ayl dalai)s dals

i | (& 7d10d179 5]yl iy 5 (¥

LS Gueladly gl e uall Ce Sale ARl (S (e DU
Jaui€ Ll VY jlasna dssS Joll Jlerind ) @x)l cie s e
"haaall Spa (o Jual 223 aly AT Caila e Ll YV Cils e
o Lasasl) QL) 5B g Dl (DAY petll g w4l
Byeall i CaiSi Ua (yag T anlll cuguall Ll goumall Blai cJadl
el Laally oolaa¥) halially cwbuadl Hedll 520 e «ehaally L)l
shaalli (aSailly diagl) (gpm argind ¥ Al cAilial) ddgaitl) dalady) 8
paming cpsall lgd Lding calelly CasAll g an thiiie (Al (a)

(**") Arendt, H.: The Promise of Politics, PP. 201-202.
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(%Y Tbid, PP. 202-203.
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(*%%) Zuckert, Catherine H. and Michael P. Zuckert: The Truth about
Leo Strauss: Political Philosophy and American Democracy,
Chicago: Chicago Univ. Press, 2006, P. 7.
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(166) Strauss, Leo: “How Farabi Read Plato’s Laws”, in: What is
Political Philosophy? And Other Studies, Chicago: Chicago Univ.
Press, 1988, P.135.
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