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Social interactions and behavioral patterns among a sample of
autistic children

Abstract:

Objective: The study aimed to identify the social interactions
and behavioral patterns of a sample of autistic children in the
Kingdom of Bahrain from the point of view of female teachers, and
to identify the significance of gender differences in the forms of
social interaction for children from the point of view of parents of
autistic children. Methods: To achieve these goals, a measure of
social interactions for children outside the home (normal children
and those with special needs) was applied, and the Autistic Child
Scale on a sample of 15 autistic boys and girls registered at the Al-
Wafa Center of the Bahrain Society for Mental Retardation in the
Isa Town area in the Kingdom of Bahrain. Results: The results
showed that the most common form of social interaction among the
autistic child is that he is aware of social gestures such as hand
signals and head movements to express rejection or approval. The
study also showed that one of the widespread forms of social
interaction among the sample of autistic children is escaping from
the middle of the conversation when they are talking to others. and
fear of others and an attempt to distance themselves from them. In
terms of the axes of social interactions for autistic children, their
order of importance for the autistic child was as follows: social
engagement first, followed by social preoccupation and finally
social communication. There are no statistically significant
differences between the males and females in the overall degree of
social interaction. Differences between the three axes of social
interactions. It turns out that the most important prevailing
behavioral patterns for autistic children, according to the point of
view of parents of autistic children, is that they lack the ability to
initiate or establish a dialogue or conversation with others, and
they are preoccupied with one game, one person, or one thing.
Finally, there is no statistically significant correlation between the
social interaction of the autistic child and his behavioral patterns.
Keywords: Autism, social interaction, behavior patterns.
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