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Identity and Modernity in the Thought of Hasan Tawfiq al-Adl
Dr. Sayyid Hafez Abdul Hamid
Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary Arab Thought
Abstract
This research examines the issue of identity and modernity in the
thought of Hasan Tawfiq al-Adl, the first Egyptian to study at both
Al-Azhar and Dar al-Ulum. He was selected by the Egyptian Ministry
of Education to teach Arabic language and literature at the Berlin
Eastern School for five years (1887-1892). He later served as a
professor of Arabic language and literature at Cambridge University
(1902-1904). The research aims to reveal how Western modernity,
combined with the Islamic and Arabic heritage component, motivated
Hasan Tawfiq al-Adl to reconsider the nature of the relationship
between the self and the other, the concept of identity and circles of
belonging, and the establishment of an identity open to the other,
capable of communicating with it, and benefiting from modernity as a
human achievement, without losing our identity and heritage.
Keywords: (Identity- Modernity- Otherness- Nationalism - Heritage)
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