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The Giurani Women's Organization and its Socio-Political
Role in Indonesia 1950-1965
Abstract:

The women's movement in Indonesia has a long history and has
contributed to the discourse of equality as a critical project that
brings about social change. Despite the great progress made by the
women's movement in Indonesia, it still faces strong rejection,
especially among fundamentalist, conservative, and right-wing
populist religious groups. Religious minorities and their sexual
orientations face discriminatory laws and regulations in different
jurisdictions in Indonesia. The idea of establishing the organization
Gerois, which later became Gerwani, arose from the suffering that
Indonesia experienced during the struggle against Dutch
colonialism. Its basic structure at the time of its establishment was
concerned with social work and women's affairs, but by allying
with the Indonesian Communist Party, it entered the political
arena, which made it subject to criticism from some of its
members. Engagement in politics was the main reason for its
decline and the shrinking of its social role after the events of

September 1965.
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