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Abstract:

Quss ibn Sa’ida al-Iyadi was an orator of the Arabs and one of
their sages who followed the Abrahamic Hanif religion. He became a
symbol of eloquence, rhetoric, and impactful speech. His sermon to
his people, in which he called for monotheism and the abandonment
of idol worship, left a lasting impression from the time he delivered it
at the Suq Ukaz market until today. His style varied to suit both the
occasion and the audience, incorporating statements of fact, rhetorical
questions, assertions, persuasion, encouragement, and warnings. He
also narrated stories of past nations and used parables in a preaching
tone dominated by wisdom, advice, and guidance. He appealed to
their intellect with tangible evidence, drawing from their observations
of the universe—such as the sky, earth, night, day, seas, and rivers—
to awaken their reasoning and direct them toward belief in the
Creator, using a simple approach free from philosophical complexity.

Quss structured his sermon with a balance of sentences, phrases,
and clear, eloquent words with pleasant articulation and vivid sensory
connotations. His sentences were short and simple in structure,
avoiding ambiguity that might arise from excessive length. He relied
on rhetorical devices such as alliteration, antithesis, and parallelism
between meanings and words, all presented in an effortless and
natural manner. This added a musical quality to his speech, capturing
the attention of listeners and engaging their emotions, while also
clarifying and reinforcing the meaning of his message.

Keywords: Quss/ Oratory/ Meaning/ Sound Rhythm/ Style
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