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Abstract:

The journey undertaken by Yoshida Masaharu (1880—-1881)
holds a significant place among Japanese travels to Iran. In his
account, Yoshida documented a wealth of information
concerning Iranian society, culture, and way of life.

This study aims to examine the travel account of Yoshida
Masaharu and explore both the traveler himself and his
perspective on the economic conditions in Iran during the
Qajar era, with a particular focus on the sources and
foundations of the Iranian economy.

The research is divided into two main sections: the first
introduces the journey and the traveler, while the second
addresses the principal sources of the Iranian economy as
observed through Yoshida’s writings. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology to achieve its objectives.

The findings of the research reveal several key points, most
notably that Yoshida Masaharu’s journey represents the first
official Japanese mission to Iran. The economic dimension
was one of the primary motives behind this expedition. The
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study also identifies that industry particularly the textile and
carpet sectors constituted a fundamental pillar of the Iranian
economy. Furthermore, opium cultivation emerged as a major
economic source, while various forms of taxation represented
a principal component of governmental revenue upon which
the Qajar state heavily relied.

Keywords: Iranian economy— Japanese travel accounts—
Qajar era— Yoshida Masaharu.
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