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Abstract:

This study explores the partial formal renewal in contemporary
Egyptian poetry, particularly within sea-inspired poems, through
the lens of the dynamic interplay between the fixed and the
mutable. The research is grounded in the premise that the sea holds
a profound symbolic and cultural presence within the Egyptian
poetic imagination, and that this presence has contributed to the
emergence of new formal structures that allow the poem to
transcend traditional molds while preserving its core aesthetic and
functional essence.

Theme and Subject

The central theme of the study lies in tracing the features of
partial renewal in the formal structure of contemporary maritime
poetry, through an analytical engagement with selected poetic
works of modern Egyptian poets—those geographically or
culturally connected to the sea. The significance of this inquiry
stems from its revelation of how marine culture has informed and
reshaped poetic form, enabling contemporary poems to evolve
artistically without severing their classical roots.

Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical and critical
methodology, integrating close textual analysis with theoretical
insights drawn from Clive Bell’s concept of "significant form", as
well as from anthropological and cultural theories that link literary
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expression to societal and environmental contexts. The analysis
focuses on the aesthetic dimensions of form while recognizing its
interdependence with meaning.
Objectives
The research aims to:
1- Demonstrate the flexibility and adaptability of contemporary
Egyptian poetry.
2- Analyze the formal transformations triggered by maritime
cultural influence.
3- Contribute to the critical discourse by emphasizing the sea as a
generative cultural and aesthetic force.
4- Affirm the vital dialogue between form and content in modern
literary expression.
Thesis Statement
The study posits that contemporary poetry—particularly sea-
themed verse—has succeeded in moving beyond the monotony of
traditional forms through carefully crafted partial innovations.
These stylistic evolutions represent a conscious aesthetic
progression rather than a rupture with the past. Moreover, the
research asserts that the sea is not merely a thematic backdrop, but
a formative force in shaping poetic structure, tied to the poet’s
consciousness, cultural geography, and artistic sensibility.
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