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Abstract:

This study explores the scenic structure in al-Buhturi’s poem Iwan
Kisra, viewing it as a poetic tableau pulsating with movement,
light, and visual composition. It aims to uncover how al-Buhturt
constructed his poetic scenes using precise rhetorical and imagistic
tools that transform the text from an auditory experience into a
fully-fledged visual one, allowing language to unfold into a realm
of dynamic, moving imagery.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology,
informed by theories of visual imagery and scene construction, in
order to reveal the elements that contribute to the formation of the
poetic scene—ranging from time and space to viewpoint, rhythm,
visual transitions, and the semantic density of language. The
analysis demonstrates that al-Buhturl was not merely a nostalgic
describer of ruins, but rather a creator of artistic scenes that evoke
the aesthetics of cinema in their expressive depth.

This study re-reads the Abbasid text through a contemporary lens,
uncovering an overlooked aesthetic dimension and opening new
avenues for understanding visual composition in classical Arabic

poetry.
Keywords:

Arabic literature, scenic imagery, al-Buhturi’s Siniyya, visual
composition.
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