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Abstract:

Arab migrations to the African continent are ancient. Relations
between Arabs and Africans were long-standing, particularly those
undertaken by Arabs for the purpose of trade and livelihood. These
migrations were forced upon them for natural reasons related to the
harsh living conditions that drove the population of the Arabian
Peninsula away, or for political reasons resulting from political
conflicts and internal revolutions. Arabs, by nature, love to move
and travel, and trade during the Roman and Persian empires to
bring gold, ivory, and ostrich feathers from Africa. Some settled in
Africa, while others returned.

Arab migrations to Africa during the era of Islam, after the
mission of our noble Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him), included many Muslims migrating to Abyssinia,
refusing to be persecuted by the Quraysh. This was based on the
guidance of our noble Prophet Muhammad, who said: "If you go to
the land of Abyssinia, there is a king who does not oppress anyone,
and it is a land of truth, until God grants you relief from what you
are in." Arab tribes began descending from the Arabian Peninsula
toward Africa in the second half of the first century AH (19th
century CE), and this trend did not cease until approximately the
fifth century AH (19th century CE). There is no doubt that Arab-
African ties existed uninterruptedly before Islam. When Islam
emerged in the seventh century CE, this led to an increase in Arab-
African ties. Islam entered Africa and spread to all African

[ ¥ ]



Ragse Ghle 38 cilis s T ) 5 Ay B sl B gl e
L A g Ao Laia¥) g Ailaady) & gall g sl jall Judll ()5 Adaa

countries. Arab Muslims worked to spread Islam and established
trading centers, which became a source of religious and cultural
influence. Influenced by trade, the population became advocates of
Islam in their regions, without the need for conquests or battles.
This led to the conversion of numerous groups to Islam. God
decreed that the true Islamic religion would spread widely and
rapidly, thanks to the struggles of its sincere preachers and the
efforts of its guides. The influence of the Arabic language on Islam
in Africa was such that the early Muslims on the African continent
were dominated by a Sufi dimension in their actions, their
preaching, and all their behaviors. This included asceticism and
devotion to worldly matters, based on certain verses of the Qur'an.
For them, asceticism was a fundamental call facing humanity in
every place and time. At the beginning of their mission, they relied
on establishing mosques and zawiyas, which became cells for
remembrance and worship, opening schools, purchasing slaves,
teaching them the principles of the Islamic religion, and then
freeing them and sending them as missionaries to spread the
message to different regions. Among the Sufi orders that had a
significant impact on spreading the message were the Qadiriyya,
Tijaniyya, and Sanusi orders.
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