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The role of social media influencers in political decision-
making in the Jordanian House of Representatives

Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the role of social media

influencers in shaping the orientations and opinions of

members of the Jordanian House of Representatives. It
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examined the extent to which MPs engage with influencers'
pages and are influenced by their content within the context of
political decision-making, with a specific focus on issues
related to political reform. The study also sought to explore
both the positive and negative implications of influencer
involvement in the legislative process, in addition to assessing
how MPs respond to public demands and pressure conveyed
through digital platforms. Furthermore, it proposed
mechanisms to enhance the role of influencers in promoting
transparency, accountability, and the development of
parliamentary decisions.

The theoretical framework of the study was grounded in
the Dependency Theory and Agenda-Setting Theory, which
helped explain how political agendas are shaped among MPs
under the influence of digital content disseminated by
influencers—content that often reflects broader trends in
public opinion.

This study is classified as descriptive research and
employed the media survey method, integrating tools such as
questionnaires, interviews, and observational techniques to
examine the relationship between influencers and
parliamentarians. The fieldwork was conducted on a
purposive sample of 87 members of the Jordanian House of
Representatives, out of a total of 138 members elected during
the 2024 legislative cycle under the new electoral system. The
sample distribution revealed that 59.8% of participants
represented local constituencies, and 69% were male.
Participants varied in age, educational background, and
professional fields. This broad representation enhances the
study’s credibility in analyzing the influence of digital activity
by influencers on policy formulation within parliament.

Key Findings:

1. The study revealed a notable influence of social media
influencers in shaping the orientations and opinions of
several Jordanian MPs.
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2. Influencers play a significant role in elevating certain
issues to the public sphere, prompting some MPs to adopt
these issues under public pressure.

3. The most prominent influence was observed in issues with
a populist or contentious nature, particularly concerning
political reform and social justice.

4. Some MPs use their interaction with influencers as a means
to enhance their image among their electorate. Younger
MPs—especially those with media or community
engagement backgrounds—were the most responsive to
influencers.

5. While influencers contribute positively to fostering
transparency and accountability, the study also found
negative effects, such as the amplification of marginal
issues or the promotion of extreme polarization.
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